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30 TITLE : 



METHOD AND MEANS FOR DOWNLOADING DATA 
FROM A MACHINE 



BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
35 This invention involves a method and means for 

downloading data from a machine, for example, in order to 

extract operational data from the machine by wireless or hard 

wire means. 

The features of this invention are: 
40 1 . A system that would allow information to be 

downloaded from a machine's touch screen or PLC into a 

handheld device, 

2. Information on the handheld device that can be 

downloaded to a PC. 
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5 3 . Information that can be viewed or printed as 

documents or reports, (The information would consist of the 
information shown on the Management Information Screen" of 
the touch screen.) 

4. Options of methods to transfer information from the 
10 machine to the handheld device consist of: 

Infrared transfer (IR) 

Radio Frequency transfer (RF) 

Cable connection transfer 

15 A PALM handheld device used with an infrared transmitter 

or with a receiver so that no covers, doors or enclosures 
need to be opened, and a short transmission time is used so 
that the signal is not interrupted. 

In operation, the PALM unit is associated with a P.C. 

20 and either hard wired to an auxiliary port or an I.R. data 
port, and downloaded to a standard format, Excel, Word, 
Lotus, or WordPad. That information is not able to be 
manipulated but just viewed and printed out. 

The following specifications should be present: 

25 1. Ability to be able to transfer files to a P.C. 

2. Ability to be able to print this information out 
from a P.C. 

3. Ability to retrieve data from numerous machines in 
one plant up to six machines. 

30 4 . The hand held unit should be proprietary to the 

specific machines. 

5 . Additional information from the touch screen may 
need to be transferred such as time, pressure settings, 
initials of the person gathering the data, name of product 

35 being run, recipe, etc. 
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5 We claim: 

1. A method of downloading data from a machine having a 
touch screen or PLC to govern its operation, comprising, 
taking a handheld control unit operatively associated with 

the touch screen or PLC that can be selectively actuated 
10 to download data from the touch screen or PLC to a PC to 

be viewed or printed. 

2. The method of claim 1 wherein the handheld control is 
hard wired to the PC. 

15 

3 . The method of claim 1 wherein the machine is a meat 
processing machine . 

4 . The method of claim 1 wherein the handheld control unit 
20 is connected to the P.C. via a wireless system. 

5. The method of claim 1 wherein the handheld control is 
connected to the touch screen or PLC via a hard wired or 
wireless system. 

25 

6- A device for downloading data from a machine having a 

touch screen or PLC to govern its operation, comprising, 

a handheld control unit operatively associated with the touch 

screen or PLC that can be selectively actuated to 
30 download data from the touch screen or PLC to a PC to be 

viewed or printed. 

7. The device of claim 1 wherein the handheld control is 
hard wired to the PC. 

35 

8. The device of claim 1 wherein the machine is a meat 
processing machine. 
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9. The device of claim 1 wherein the handheld control unit 
is connected to the P.C. via a wireless system. 

10. The device of claim 1 wherein the handheld control is 
10 connected to the touch screen or PLC via a hard wired or 

wireless system. 
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